[The capacity of the cells of a human skin melanoma to be preserved long-term in an intact state in vitro].
Suspension of primary and metastatic skin melanoma cells isolated by the mechanical and enzymic methods was preserved in ampullae in the medium 199 at 4 degrees C. Native cells and cell preparations stained with trypan-blue solution and studied by the scanning electron microscopy method for 12, 20, 36 months have demonstrated the ability to keep their vitality for 3 years. Mechanism of such a "natural" conservation of cells is not yet clear. It may be assumed that the above cells are genetically stimulated mutants able under definite conditions to initiate an active proliferation in healthy tissues. The cells in a similar state may be a promising model in the experimental oncology.